How a Bill Becomes a Law WebQuest 
-Use this sheet to answer questions from the “How a Bill Becomes a Law WebQuest” located on Mr. Couck’s Weebly page.

-Remember the focus of this WebQuest is to discover the different steps a bill must pass through in order to become a law!
PART 1 - Key Terms – define the following key terms using the Internet
-Hopper

-Table

-Filibuster

-Joint Committee

-Veto

-Override

-Bill

-Pocket Veto
PART 2 – STEPS OF A BILL

#1: Introducing a Bill
1. Who can come up with an idea for a law?

a. Representatives

b. Congressmen

c. The President

d. Anyone

2. Who can introduce a bill to Congress?

a. Anyone

b. Only members of Congress

c. The President

d. The Speaker of the House

 #2: Referral to Committee


How many standing committees does the House have?________

How many standing committees does the Senate have?________


How many joint committees are there?_______

Please click on one of the special committees listed.  Next find a bill that interests you and write a brief summary describing what the bill is about and what special committee it comes from

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
#3: Hearings

What happens in committee hearings?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you think having celebrities testify in committee hearing is effective? Why?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
#4: Markups

1. During a markup bills get:

a. Debated

b. Amended

c. Occasionally re-written

d. All of the above

2. Markups determine the exact wording and specifics of a bill

a. TRUE

b. FALSE

#5:Floor Consideration

1. During floor consideration a bill gets:

a. Debated, scheduled, referred, voted

b. Scheduled, debated, voted, referred

c. Voted, scheduled, debated, referred

d. Referred, voted, debated, scheduled

2. Floor consideration is where the bill gets voted on by the whole House or Senate

a. TRUE

b. FALSE

#6: Conference Committees

1. Conference Committees are composed of members from both the House and the Senate

a. TRUE

b. FALSE

2. Conference Committees are created to negotiate a compromise on similar bills from both the House and the Senate, so there is just one bill.

a. TRUE

b. FALSE

3. The Constitution states that both the House and the Senate must pass identical legislation in order for the bill to become law.

a. TRUE
b. FALSE

4. In order for a bill to pass the conference committee they need how many votes from the conference committee?

a. 2/3
b. ½

c. Majority

d. Minority

5. After a bill passes the conference committee it must go back to both houses for a final vote?

a. TRUE

b. FALSE

#7: Presidential Action

1. How many days does the President have to sign a bill?_________

2. What can the president do with the bill?

a. Sign it in to law

b. Veto the bill 

c. Ignore the bill

d. All of the above

3. If the president vetoes the bill Congress can override the veto with what percentage vote in each house?

a. ½

b. 2/3

c. Majority

d. Minority
PART 3 – CAN YOU PASS A BILL?

You will be playing the part of a Senator or Congressman, and your goal is to pass a bill that one of your constituents has brought to your attention.  You will be required to pass at least 3 BILLS to receive credit.

Step 1 – go to - https://www.icivics.org/games/lawcraft
Step 2 – Click on “No Thanks”

Step 3 – Click on the “Instructions” Tab on the bottom left and read through the instructions

Step 4 – Click “Play”

Step 5 – Fill in the information to create your Congressman – USE YOUR NAME!!!!

Step 6 – Go through the game as instructed

Step 7 – Print out the “Certificate” or “Law”

Step 8 – Play again with a new issue and repeat until you have completed the required amount of bills

PART 4 - Conclusion:

Please write a short summary paragraph describing the process a bill must go through in order to become a law

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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